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TRIBUTE TO MYLES TIERNEY

HON. JERROLD NADLER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 10, 1999

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
express my condolences to the family of
Myles Tierney. Myles Tierney was a journalist
with the Associated Press who was tragically
killed in a rebel attack while on assignment in
Sierra Leone. Known as a vibrant young man
who had a passion for traveling and journal-
ism, he was a true journalist in the sense that
he reported on news that would educate and
inform the public. He was willing to put himself
in harm’s way to report on a story of signifi-
cant value.

Mr. Tierney grew up in the SoHo area of
New York City. His father, a mathematics pro-
fessor, and his mother, a performance artist,
allowed their son to nurture his creative abili-
ties at an early age. He channeled these inter-
ests into journalism, and while attending Rut-
gers University for a period of time he realized
he would rather pursue a career in the field he
loved.

Mr, Tierney’s career with the Associated
Press began when he was hired in 1994 to
produce news videos. In 1997, he was as-
signed to Nairobi. In Africa, he would travel
throughout the continent covering stories in
war-ravaged countries, often putting his own
life in peril. His passion for journalism and love
for his job allowed him to look beyond the
dangers before him and bring news to the
people throughout the world. For Myles
Tierney, that was worth the risk.

Along with journalism, Mr. Tierney’s other
passion was traveling. This made working
abroad in the remotest regions of Africa that
much more appealing to him. Some journalists
might have avoided such a challenge, but
Myles Tierney jumped at the opportunity. His
friends and colleagues say that he actually
liked to travel to the most inhospitable of
areas to cover a story. He cared deeply about
his role as a journalist, and the real issues
that affect the world around us.

Myles Tierney will be remembered by his
family and friends as an individual of charm
who had a passion for journalism . He did his
best to inform others about world events—
events that other journalists were reluctant to
cover because they were less glamorous or
too dangerous. He lived his life-long dream:
traveling the globe, informing the world. Myles.
Tierney was an exceptional young man who
will be truly missed.
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Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to have this opportunity to pay tribute
to one of south Florida’s distinguished daugh-
ters, the Honorable Dr. Frederica Wilson, a
champion of poor and minority students. After
an extended period of distinguished commu-
nity service in Miami, Dr. Wilson was elected

recently to the Florida House of Representa-
tives in Tallahassee.

Prior to her election to the state legislature,
Dr. Wilson was a member of the Miami-Dade
County School Board and was principal of
Skyway Elementary School for twelve years.
Dr. Wilson earned her Bachelor’s degree in El-
ementary Education from Fisk University, and
her M.A. degree in Supervision and Adminis-
tration from the University of Miami. Dr. Wilson
received an Honorary Doctorate of Humane
Letters from Miami’s Florida Memorial College.

Dr. Wilson is the founder of the 500 Role
Models of Excellence Project, providing role
models, training, and workshops for minority
boys in the county’s public school system. Dr.
Wilson has introduced many initiatives to the
Miami-Dade County School Board, including
the annual ‘‘Keep Me Safe’’ march and vigil,
when time is allocated for students and the
community to honor children lost due to un-
safe environments.

Dr. Wilson’s inventiveness knows no bounds
when fostering safety for Florida’s students.
One of the initiatives which she introduced has
been ‘‘Drug and Alcohol Awareness Fridays.’’
And every Friday is ‘‘Say No to Drugs’’ Day in
the public schools of Miami-Dade County.

In 1997, the 500 Role Models Project was
cited by President Clinton and General Colin
Powell as a leading volunteer teaching model
for the nation at the President’s Summit for
America’s Future in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania.

With other Florida leaders, such as Gov-
ernor Jeb Bush, Dr. Wilson also recently par-
ticipated in the sixty annual 500 Role Models
of Excellence Project’s Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Unity Scholarship Breakfast on Miami
Beach in January, 1999.

While in our nation’s capital to attend a
White House function with First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton, Dr. Wilson had the oppor-
tunity also to visit the Congress on February
3. I look forward to working with Dr. Wilson to-
wards resolving the challenges facing our
home state. Miami indeed is fortunate to have
such a capable and devoted public servant
among the ranks of its community leaders.
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WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL ON
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Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
would ask to submit for the RECORD an impor-
tant editorial that appeared in the February 10,
1999 Washington Post concerning China’s
negative reaction to a recent high court deci-
sion in Hong Kong. The Members of the Task
Force on Hong Kong, created at your request
of former Speaker Gingrich to observe and re-
port on conditions in Hong Kong following its
reversion to China, are closely monitoring
these developments. Indeed, the Task Force
submitted its most recent report to be printed
in the February 9, 1999 CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

It is important to note that the decision by
the Hong Kong Court of Final Appeals rightly
asserts that body’s right to interpret Hong
Kong law for the people of Hong Kong. How-
ever, very sensitive issues must still be re-

solved, including how to limit the number of in-
dividuals seeking permanent entry into Hong
Kong and whether it is Hong Kong or Beijing
that makes the final determination on that
number. Most importantly, however, this Mem-
ber hopes that the Beijing authorities and the
Government of the People’s Republic of China
will be cognizant of the importance of preserv-
ing the principles of autonomy and the rule of
law that underlie the prosperity and liberty of
Hong Kong and its people.

Mr. Speaker, this Member asks to insert this
excellent editorial in the RECORD.

‘‘MAKE OR BREAK’’ IN HONG KONG

In the 19 months since Hong Kong reverted
to China, the worst fears have not come true.
Beijing has for the most part kept its hands
off the former British colony as promised, al-
lowing Hong Kong to manage its own affairs.
Now the two entities may be approaching a
crisis that determines whether Hong Kong
can maintain substantive independence. It is
‘‘make-or-break time,’’ the chairman of
Hong Kong’s bar association, Ronny Teng,
said yesterday.

A decision by Hong Kong’s highest court
triggered the confrontation. The decision os-
tensibly concerned the rights of children
born in China to at least one Hong Kong par-
ent to settle in Hong Kong. The court said
they could, even if born out of wedlock. But
the significance of the decision lay else-
where, in its legal reasoning. For the first
time, the court claimed for itself the author-
ity to interpret Hong Kong law for Hong
Kong. On most matters, in other words, the
final word should not rest with Beijing. And
more than that: Hong Kong laws should be
interpreted above all with a deference to
Hong Kong autonomy and an understanding
that rights and freedoms are ‘‘the essence of
Hong Kong’s civil society.’’ The contrast to
China’s arbitrary one-party dictatorship
could not have been sharper.

The decision has not sat well in Beijing.
Four ‘‘legal experts’’ were the first to ex-
press dismay. Then Zhao Qizheng, a senior
cabinet official, called the decision a mis-
take. Yesterday a Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman in Beijing chimed in, saying the gov-
ernment was ‘‘closely following’’ the ruling.

The idea of ‘‘one country, two systems’’
was an experiment from the start. Trying to
maintain an island of free enterprise and rel-
ative democracy within a Communist state
was never going to be easy. But its success is
crucial, not only to residents of Hong Kong
but to China’s credibility in the world and to
those nations—such as the United States—
that pledged to stand up for Hong Kong’s
freedom.

Now Beijing officials are threatening that
success. Not only Hong Kong’s liberty but its
prosperity as well is at stake, since local and
foreign companies alike will be reluctant to
invest in Hong Kong if its rule of law can be
compromised and superseded by party
apparatchiks in Beijing. The Clinton admin-
istration should make clear that it, too, is
‘‘closely following’’ developments.
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HONORING JOHN M. ALEXANDER,
JR. FOR PUBLIC SERVICE IN THE
AREA OF LEADERSHIP

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE
OF NORTH CAROLINA
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Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to call
the attention of the Congress to the work of
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